
Welcome to Year 11

21st Sept 2026 - Tom Brixey - Head of Year 11

Please take a 
sheet - this links to 

lots of useful 
online resources!

A video recording 
of this presentation 
will be shared on 
line after today to 

refer back to



Welcome to Year 11

Aja Cortizo - Deputy Headteacher - Y11



Housekeeping

1. Slides and a recording of this presentation will all be 
emailed and available on the website after this event 
2. Please stick to the areas around the Plaza, Canteen 
and upstairs in the E Block - this way we can ensure 
supervision around the site
3. Assembly point is the plaza/field - you will be shown 
there by teachers in the event of an emergency



Welcome to Year 11

21st Sept 2026 - Tom Brixey - Head of Year 11



We work best when we work together!

● Set up a strong start for a successful 
year 11

● Equip you with the information, 
resources and channels of 
communication you need 

● Work with you so your child to 
achieves their best - by being Ready, 
Respectful, Working and Safe



OPPORTUNITY COMMUNITY

Challenge & support
High expectations & empathy

Rigour & optimism

Mutual respect
Working together

All stakeholders engaged

We work best when we work together!



What does The Weald do to develop a sense of 
belonging in our community? 

Knowing there is 
someone who will 
listen when your 
child needs them

School 
trips

School clubs & 
activities

Involve students  
in their learning 

OPPORTUNITY



Students forming strong 
relationships with staff 

in school

Supporting & 
encouraging 
friendships

Families taking part in 
school - working with 
staff to support our 

young people

Encouraging 
students to 

learning 
with their 

peers
COMMUNITY

What does The Weald do to develop a sense of 
belonging in our community?



Our priorities for year 11:

● The best GCSE results
● Exciting future plans
● Memories for the rest of our lives



Some key terms that may help

A grade - any grade 1 or up, not a U
A pass - any grade 4 and up, allows a student to move to some 
level 3 qualifications
A good pass - any grade 5 and up, allows a student to move to 
level 3 qualifications
Grade 6 -  good grade to be doing A-levels with
Grade 8 and 9 - exceptional grades 
Level 2 qualifications - GCSE level qualifications
Level 3 qualifications - the level above GCSEs, includes A-Levels 
and many vocational qualifications







Key dates
1st September - Start y11, start mock preparation
23rd September - teachers complete tracking 1
23rd October - Weald Sixth Form Open evening
3rd November - Mocks in Halls - all subjects
15th December - Practical mocks
22nd December - Christmas holiday
9th February - Second mocks
11th March - Food tech practical GCSE
16th March - Drama performance GCSE
23rd March - Art, Textiles and Ceramics GCSE exams
30th March - Easter holidays
11th May - GCSE written exams start
26th June - Prom

2 weeks

7 weeks

22 weeks

28 weeks

35 weeks

40 weeks



Cycle of year 11

Nov - 
Mock 

1

Results
(5th Dec)

Now

Feb - 
Mock 

2

Results, Reflect 
Revise

(18th March)

June - 
GCSEs





How to start well:

- Be in School
- Do your HW
- Have a revision plan 

that starts now and 
stick to it

- Work really hard in 
lessons

- Be kind



Excellent

100%
Keep it up! 
This is the 
absolute 

best start to 
securing 

your future 
success

Well Done

95%
Remember 

there are 175 
non-school 
days a year 
for holidays 

and 
appointments

Worrying

92%
Missing 17 
days in a 
year can 

lower GCSE 
results by 
one whole 

grade

Concern

90%
This means 
missing 4 
weeks of 

lessons and 
learning!

120 lessons

Critical

Below 
90%

This equates 
to missing 

half a school 
year over 
five years

Attending school daily gives you: 

● A strong feeling of accomplishment
● Keeps you socially connected 
● Builds the very best version of yourself!



We must all work together to make 
attendance our priority

Students who attend school nearly every day in Year 11 
are 1.9 times more likely to achieve a 
Grade 5 in English and Maths GCSE compared 
to students who only attend 90-95% of the time 

They are 3 times more likely than students 
who only attend 85-90% of the time (who lost a total of 
4 - 6 weeks of school)



SED - Welcome, results, priorities (10)

Grade 5

Grade 4

Missing just 10 days of year 
reduces the likelihood of 

achieving grade 5 in English 
and Maths by around 50%!



Build a strong core!
How to make a strong start in English, Maths and Science this year!

Maths
Complete your Dr Frost Maths exam question homework when it is set, so you have 
time to find your errors and fix them before the deadline. The key to success in 
Maths is practice, practice, practice.

English

1) Regularly review and memorise your 25 key quotations for each Literature set 
text. You could use flashcards to learn 5 new ones a week making sure that you 
review the previously learnt ones as well. 
2) Read news articles and discuss with somebody at home what the writer wants 
you to think and how you know.

Science

Combined Science teaching will be completed around Christmas and triple around 
March. Once again make sure you know what topics appear on each of the 6 
exams. You will need to refer to content taught to you back in Year 9 so focus on 
retrieval of these topics earlier in the year. Do lots of past questions and past 
papers as exam revision.



Build a strong core!
Literacy is a vital skill that you can support at home

             
             

     

Encourage regular 
reading of a wide range 

of texts (e.g. novels, 
magazines, articles). 

Reading
Include your child in any writing tasks 

at home. Let them see you writing. 
Discuss how to use punctuation and 
organise sentences and paragraphs.

Writing

Remind students to 
carefully proofread their 

homework. 

Proofreading
Use advanced words in daily 

conversation naturally. Encourage 
them to discover the meanings of 

unfamiliar words.

Vocabulary

More useful links 
to interactive 

sites & books can 
be found on The 
Weald website

Practise
Short daily quizzes or 
spelling games can be 

more effective than long 
revision sessions. 



How to prepare for mock 1:
- Start now
- Work with your tutors
- Make a plan
- Make sure you do the right 

things:
Testing, past papers, braindumps
- See information booklet for 

content
- Use the school website



Chat GPT hacks







Also….



● 2 slots per day
● Hw first then revision
● 45 minutes per slot

Pu
t th

e 
tim

e o
f 

ea
ch

 sl
ot ● 5 minutes set up
● 15 minutes 

testing at the end



As a parent…

- They are still children and need routine, support, 
guidance, care and stability but…

- They are starting to grow up and need this to be 
their plan, journey, goals, and maybe mistakes

- Comparison is the thief of happiness
- https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z737rj6 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z737rj6


How will we reward your child?
New to Year 11



Lasting memories and future plans

Curriculum trip - 
March 27

Letter home - February 
2027

Prom - 25th June Results days - end of 
August

Out Of Bounds Activity 
Centre - Trip

At the Amex
Details outlined in 
letters and assemblies

Check dates, holiday 
clashes can be 
stressful



Stalls, staff and refreshments in the E Canteen

Refreshments and Q&A/info/handouts at the following 
stands:
● Heads of House - pastoral issues (upstairs)
● Network/technical support - e.g. with Bromcom/MCAS set up
● English/Literacy/Reading 
● Maths
● Relationships, Health, Personal Development (RHPD)
● Assessment, tracking and homework
● Extra-curricular/clubs
● Thought-Full

Consultation on the new Relationship, Sex and Health Education 
curriculum in A7 at 5pm 



Please take a sheet - this has the links to 
all of the online documents

Thank you for 
coming!



END


