Welcome to Year 9

Please take a QR

code sheet - this (%

links to lots of ' The

useful online . Weald
resources! community school

and sixth form

25th September - Kat Nicholls - Head of
Year 9




Housekeeping

1. Slides from this presentation will all be emailed
and available on the website after this event.

2. Please stick to the areas around the Plaza,
Canteen and upstairs in the E Block - this way we

can ensure supervision around the site.

3. Assembly point is the plaza/field - you will be
shown there by teachers in the event of an
emergency.




We work best when we work together!
The purpose of this evening is to:

e Set up a strong start for a successful
year 9.
Equip you with the information,
resources and channels of

communication you need.

e Work with you so your child achieves
their best - by being Ready, child at school.
Respectful, Working and Safe .

The Weald School

A ‘how to’ guide
to supporting your




We work best when we work together!

OPPORTUNITY COMMUNITY

Challenge & support Mutual respect
High expectations & empathy Working together

Rigour & optimism All stakeholders engaged




We work best when we work together!

OPPORTUNITY COMMUNITY
Work hard! Be kind!




But students can only
thrive and make the most
of these opportunities if

they’re here as part of

our community!




Year 9 is all about:

Starting KS4 - their first year of studying for their GCSEs
Beginning their option subjects that they’ve chosen to study
Building an exciting future through making good choices, building
resilience and making fantastic memories.
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In Year 9 (KS4) they study:

KS4:

1 Core Subjects — English (2 GCSEs Literature &
Language), Maths (1 GCSE), Science (2-3
GCSEs combined or triple)

Option Subjects - 4 GCSEs
Religious Studies (1 GCSE) - exam in year 10
All other exams are in year 11
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Making Good Choices
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Teachers aim to:
1. Meet and greet you and sanction lateness

2. Be positive and consistent with you

3. Warn you calmly to prevent sanctions

4. They will not negotiate and will follow things up
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Teachers aim to:

1. Meet and greet you and sanction lateness

2. Be positive and consistent with you

3. Warn you calmly to prevent sanctions

4. They will not negotiate and will follow things up
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1. Meet and greet you and sanction lateness

2. Be positive and consistent with you

3. Warn you calmly to prevent sanctions
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Build a strong core!

How to make a strong start in English, Maths and Science this year!

Subject

Complete your Sparx Maths homework when it is set, so you have time to fix any
issues before the deadline. If you get stuck, use the worked example in the linked video
clip to help you answer your question. If you complete it quickly, try the optional XP
Boost and Target homeworks to challenge yourself and make even more progress.

English

Read for 10-20 minutes every day and discuss what you are reading with someone at
home. This could be non-fiction (like diaries, biographies, news articles, etc) or
fiction. If you are not sure what to read, speak to your English teacher or our librarian.

Science

You will have a separate book for Biology, Chemistry and Physics in a green, orange
and purple book respectively. Try your best to recognise which topics are in which
unit. There is a lot to learn at GCSE and some things are abstract so make sure you
question things you don't understand and complete work outside of the lesson to
support your understanding. Discuss the things that have interested you at home




Life is not about

how fast you run

or how high
you climb but
how well ~Vivian Komori

you bounce.

% The
C Weald

community school
and sixth form

When you're strong, independent
and take responsibiliy for yourself




Option queries/changes:

e Please emall the subject teacher with any
gueries or concerns.

e Any requests to change options need to go
In an email to scatt@theweald.org.uk after
29/9/25.




We must all work together to make
attendance our priorit

Students who attend school nearly every day in Year 11
are 1.9 times more likely to achieve a

Grade 5 in English and Maths GCSE compared
to students who only attend 90-95% of the time

And they are 3 times more likely than

students who only attend 85-90% of the time (who
lost a total of 4 - 6 weeks of school)




We must all work together to make
attendance our priorit

This means missing
just 10 days of the
year reduces the
likelihood of

achieving grade 5 in
English and Maths by
around 50%!




A8 vs Attendance %

100

Grade 5

Grade 4

50.0

Attendance %




Lessons
missed

You attend all or almost all the
time. You have the best chance of
achieving your potential!

10-20 school days missed across
the year. Your form tutor will talk
to you & contact home.

Up to 29 school days missed. We
are very concerned. A plan will be 98350;
put in place with you & your family. b
Persistent absence

30+ days missed. Urgent action
needed to improve and help you to
catch up.

40+ days missed across a year.
External support may be
necessary.
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Students will 95-100% attendance are 1.9 times for likely to achieve a grade 5 in English and Maths than those with
90-95% attendance. This equates to up to 20 days extra in school over the year - the equivalent of up to 1 day off
per fortnight. (DfE, March 2025)
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After School Sports Clubs - Autumn 1

Monday (No Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday (No
Buses) Buses)
U19 Football 7 & 8 Football |GCSE Revision |Cheer
Astro Field / Astro / Catchup A7 |Gym
JHY BME / JMA OSE MBE
GCSE Revision |Netball Badminton
/ Catch up A7 |Courts Sports Hall
PLE BHA / SGO SHA
10 Football Hockey Girls Football
Field Astro Astro
DSN MMC KAS / JMA
Gymnastics 9 Football
Gym Field
JAM PLE

All clubs are free to join, just come along to PE at 3:05pm with your kit and equipment. Clubs run
from 3:05pm - 4:15pm



Enrichment opportunities this year

Enrichment Day 1 - 27/11/25
Letter home - October 2025

Enrichment Day 2 - 19/03/26
Letter home - February 2026

ACE WEEK 27th June - 4th July 2026
Letter home - 12/09/25

Team building in school

Opportunity & Community in school
activities

Curriculum trips

Theatre Trip

Stadium Trip

Opal Coast, France (3 nights) Ace Week Residential

Approx £559pp - payable in 5 installments
Register your interest by 19 September
Deposits required 3 October

History Enrichment Day

Enriching students current learning - The British
Empire - Portsmouth Dockyard Trip

Payment due October 2025

Migration enrichment
(Maths / Geography / MFL)

Various enrichment activities onsite - some may incur a small
cost.

Diversity day - in school

Business & Enterprise day - in school

Various curriculum enrichment trips -
The National Museum of Computing
Stadium Tour

Theatre Trip

Playxperience Trip

Ace Week European and UK residentials

Please see booklet - emailed 11/9/25.

Register your interest by 19 September
Place confirmation by 26 September
Deposits required by 3 October

Future Choices day - in school
GCSE Geography Coasts Fieldwork (offsite)

Diversity day - in school

Work experience - ALL students MUST organise a placement

Sixth form taster day or college visit

Out Of Bounds Activity Centre - Trip




Saturday 27 June - Saturday 4 July

ACE WEEK

UK & Europe



Be informed...

A What specification are they studying in each subject?
A Isit 100% exam?

(d How many exams?
1 Is there a coursework element?
A Is this a two or three year course?

1 What topics are tested on which paper?
1 Is there a revision guide or workbook that would help?
1 Are they looking after their class books / resources?




Do students work in ‘set’ or ‘streamed’
groups based on their prior attainment?

Please see our website/curriculum area for Key Stage 3 / Key Stage 4

Year Group

9

English

12 mixed smaller groups

1 x highest prior
attainment - the rest
mixed

1 x highest prior
attainment - the rest
mixed

Maths

6 groups of higher tier (1
takes Further Maths)
6 groups of foundation tier

6 groups of higher tier (1
takes Further Maths)
6 groups of foundation tier

6 groups of higher tier (1
takes Further Maths)
6 groups of foundation tier

Science

12 mixed smaller groups

2 Triple science classes are
taught separately

6 groups of higher tier

4 groups of foundation tier

2 Triple science class
6 groups of higher tier
4 groups of foundation tier




] @S Department for Education

GCSE Grading

New Grading Structure Old Grading Structure

A*

Standard Pass




How will work be set for Homework?

The most frequent homework will be to review learning using
Knowledge Organisers and PLCs (personal learning
checklists). A bank of effective ‘anytime’ tasks is available
here - so your child always has HW!

Other tasks will prepare for learning (e.g. research/reading)
or practice skills learnt in the lesson.

Most homework is checked by being tested or used/applied

in the next lesson. organises all the most
vital, useful and powerful
knowledge on a

single page.

A knowledge organiser

Feedback might be verbal or to the whole-class - which
students should act on to check and correct their work.




Knowledge Organisers
Qe Musculoskeletal System
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DEv opment better. development?
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Standard of comfort that a e Whatis the farming.
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! Tendon 73] ¥ Cartilage " rate of population. Pull factor A reason making people want to
- 1 move to a place.
N : Average age a person is expected Sustainable Goals set by the United Nations
; Life sl
Expectonc fo live to ina country. 00 oo Development to all countries to improve the
B i nojo Goals quality of lives of the people.
Percentage of people with basic
Literacy Rate reading and writing skills. LA A) DcH'IJm" A mefu::: 2:0352 I:lf: ?esllfg‘e -
T
Number of babies which die Inc‘i(:xo?ng;) dev_elopmen'r bas_ed on GNI, Adult
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ity @ —‘é 0 When more people live in urban
Cross National Total money earned by a country Urbanisation areas compared to rural areas
In‘::isme ?2:]"1“) per year given in US dollars. Qnﬁ within a country.




Unit 1 - Our
Perilous
Planet

Unit 2 - Our
Changing
Human

Personalised Learning Checklist

- NAmber
NGreen

Use your Knowledge Organisers alongside your excercise book with Classwork & Homework, as your main source of information for your revision.

Key idea: What is a natural hazard?
Natural
Hazards

Key idea: What is the Earths
structure?

Key idea: What processes / lanforms
happen at plate boundaries?

Plate tectonic
theory

Key Idea: What are the impacts/
effects/ responses of natural
hazards?

Key idea: How can we reduce the
impacts/ effects of natural hazards?

How can we measure the level

development of a country?
Development

What you need to know:

What is a Volcano?
What is an Earthquake?
What is a Tsunami?

Can you name the 4 layers of the ear

Can you explain what happens in the mantle?

What happens at a Constructive plate boundal
What happens at a Destructive plate boundal

What happens at a Collision plate boundary?
What landforms occur at different plate bound

What natural hazards occur at different plate boundaries?
What are primary effects?

What are secondary effects?
What are the short term/immediate responses?
What are the long term repsonses?

What is protection?

What is prediction?
What is preparation?

What is development?

https://www.bbc.co.
uk/bitesize/topics/zn
476sg/articles/zrcar2

https: //www.bbc.co.
uk/bitesize/topics/zn
476sg/articles/zcdrc
mn

https: //www.bbc.co.
uk/bitesize/topics/zv
wtsbk/articles/zbcq

confident
Subfect wformation okay
Week 1 Exams: Tuesday 2nd January - Friday 5th January 2024 * '\bkﬂ)ﬂ(']deﬂt
Revision Material
Reading Assessment:
Ao of o e st extracs

Stepped questions based o
Comparison betwoon two exiraCts

Writing Assessment:
Short

o figurative writingy
5 1 the endirsg of 2 gothic shor
e S AtOmIG Strueiure And the Reriodic Tabled Document i the KS3 Science 3t 1

Topie 4= Acids and Alkalis ;-

An assessment revision list and
revislon resources af

Knowledge organisers available on
Google Classroom,

Knowledge organisers In book and
on googie classroom
Class notes

Quiziet links fn your quizlet class

Knowledge organisers in book and
on google classroom

» Class notes
Quizlet inks In your quizlet class




HOMEWORK HABITS

Routine >>>>>> Habit

v




Desighated homework time

: STUDY TIMETABLE
H omewo rk Tl m ei'a b I e: Y eqr ] O Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday

Biology
: Chemistry English Physics
French / Enghish
Punjabi GG RS Maths Geography /
History
Art Computer Health &

Business Science Social Citizenship




Desighated homework space




No distractions




Time management / have a plan



Pack your bag the night before /
have a homework folder
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Getting the basics right, everyday

. . Arrive on time with the What does working well
Our ethos is embodied | MEEEEIELEE , look like at The Weald?

everyday by our ROJIEN L) o

from memory explain why/how images with words

(no peeking!) (in your words!) (keep it simple!)

Behaviour for Learning |pRrareaerraenssartit] [

comments to yourself

pO l] C Don t re you.. — s — .
/. kind to ( Everybody \(~ Hands down Think hard keep
y Shmt-'t = eng_f;ed_’) yourself & 1 / trying for longer
ou resilient? to others

\ A\ motivated? )

Listen in silence and EUt
your hand up to spea

K

P K listen -~ when

. B (" Watch, listen to )~ Action feedback Check to not
Work hard Work in and read your to improve repeat mistakes
,ﬂ Actively =, silence feedback P s |

" Learn and use Read with (" Write and speak 2

| words from KOs finger/ruler using subject
[ ) m C + KO structures
KEYWORD
J Workin ‘ =) @
% / supporting your own > [
instructions learning & that of N __ NG

others?

& Teachers aim to: (" Have you stopped " Have you got what [~ Have you
= 1. Meet and greet you and sanction lateness and checked? You need? understood?
Vi 5+ Be Bosits d tont with Re-read the Q or Use resources Ask students and
- be positive and consistent with you the worked example ook, K teachers for help

(pury aq pup pioy y.iom) Ajunwwo) pup Ayiunjyioddo

3. Warn you calmly to prevent sanctions
4. They will not negotiate and will follow things up




How to read your child’s KS4 tracking report

Tracking overview

Average Attitude to Learning (ATL)
Attendance to date (%)
House points to date

Behaviour points to date

CAT score on entry

*Or SATs where these were done at the end of Primary school

-97%> a = 95% 95% > a = 90%




How to read your child’s KS4 tracking report

iac I Student’s Approach
Susts Respectful Working

Business
Studies

English

French

Games

Maths

Music
Technology

Religious

Science-
Double

Textiles




How to read your child’s KS4 tracking report

Often Sometimes Be aware you cannot compare %s
a0 \ 0 across subjects or years!

\ /

¥ SIS et Student’s academic performance /
Respectful Working Progress Assessment (%) Cu':;:}%de

Business Mr Fry Sometimes Sometimes Sometimes -0 60

Subject
(Curriculum Map)

Teacher
Ready

Design Technology

English Language /
Science will have 2 teachers
Sience tredudd 4”7 reporting AtL with one overall —_
(Rouble GEDE: 2. Grades) dir-Eartor assessment - English have one

teacher with 2 subject’s
Englisi(Liz) assessments reported

English (Lang) | ‘ ‘ /

% score which your child attained in their most

Progress in each subject: green for no concerns and yellow for concern. T , )
recent significant assessment in each subject.




Key Milestones and Dates for Year 9 2025-26

Mid November: Tracking 1: ATL only
End of April: Tracking 2: ATL, Assessment % and progress
Early July: Tracking 3: ATL only

27/11/25 and 19/3/26 - Enrichment Days

28/11/25 - SCHOOL CLOSED

6/5/26 & 7/5/26 - Parent Evenings

18/5/26 - Science Tiple & RS assessments in class




When are the significant assessment dates in Year 9?

Key assessment dates:
Weeks beginning Monday 16th March and Monday 23rd March

Assessment Cycle:

1. Letter from HoY - to support subject preparation homework

2. 4 weeks of ‘RED Review’ homework (using knowledge organisers) set by
subject teachers

3. Assessment week/s in school

4. Tracking Reports

5. Analysis and actions ahead of next assessment/tracking report

N.B There is one Assessment point in Y9 due to starting GCSEs




What works in assessment preparation?

D REVIEW: (+ KOs) to remember more

e | Retrieval Elaboration Dual coding
[ a s i e from memory S how images with words

out than in the previous assessment weeks

e SRR ; in your words! it si
wic 15th May - Maths, English, History, Scie PRPRC: 2 pens, 2 pencils, ruler, rubber and calculator ( no pee k‘ n g ! ) ( y ) ( keep lt SI m p Ie ! )

wic 22nd May - Maths, RS, Geography, Frent - Specialist equipment is not needed for your maths assessment

Assessments will all take place in classroom{
child will be informed by their teachers the|  Click on this link for some homework sod revision strategies
this will be posted on Talaxy. nute bresk in between 200

These assessiments Wil check learniig from 415 minute slots with § minute bresks in between
child to demonstrate the progress they are 2% 30 minute slots w-uv‘a 10 minues bresk inbetween
these sssessients:(in thé forn 674 %) o t Please do not revise for langer than 1 hour for each subject per week

Below is a summary of the topic/s your chil How to revise effectively:

revision timings, revision resources and tas

some advice for parents in supporting their Students might find these feel harder, especially | Students often do these &s they can feel easier or
i 1 & at first, but they are proven to help things stick reassuring, but don’t always work

00 avo:

RED Revision Strategies Writing notes out foe 2 long time
Parents / friends testing yeu Reading over the textbook / notes for s long
Wiite, cover, leam, write time tc cover, write check i e P Y Yo Guestions toazk

Resvision cards and test yourself Using untrusted websites . ochniay . y YO b e sruescone It ke M 7
Quizlets/Seneca Leaming Revising with your phone on/music Tiyey 2 a hy that is true or how it How it this the sameldifferent to othar points
Resvising with & Laptop or computer where 7 ok nd in G yous thirk of st axmple of this i resl Ufa
YU are tempted o g0 o0 Youtube, etc o

Reviewing topics you are NOT confident Reviewing topics you already know reslly
Mr T Brixey with well first

Practice questions RED Review Booklet

Don’t waste time revising
Station Rood, Bill]  Subject information ineffectively.
T: 01403 787200 e: offices)
Headted Use proven RED Review strategies. [
Subject Topic/s Revision Material = par=r = i For diagrams

Practice and prepare using eiyrosis ol ‘as e e

n - 2 effective strategies to increase the paiidrin F— = axplaining sach
character from ‘Coraline’ chances of your revision paying off! + E—r— part as the
Writing - a persussive speech on a given topic Check those they = = their finger over it

1 hope you find this helpful in supporting yof
me if you have any further questions.

Yours faithfully,

Head of Year 8

English [ Reading - a character question sbout & main

Two x 50 minute papers. One nan-calculator paper e
and coe calculator paper. o ——— Blank out or cover
Curricudun Map with thoy know again up pa

Curricuum Map
The topics are all those covered in year 7 and Knowledge Organisers

looking
Mind maps work
really wall o Without looking, they can write down as much of the KO that
they can remember In one colour. Then, In a different colour they
can check the KO for what they forgot, adding that in
Repeating this should show thoy remember more in time!

Mix it up! - sometimes give the answer and
ask them to give you the date, word, person
‘o process that it is describing




How can we communicate about your child?

When needed

General office@theweald.org.uk

Attitude to Learning (ATLT)rKkin! — X S u bj eCt S u bj ec t —Te a C h e r ) t h e n
. ) the Subject Leader
House points to date
Behaviour points to date
CAT score on entry

Academic | Head of Year

Pastoral Head of House

Worries help@theweald.org.uk




How to use MCAS for daily updates

e (=] eh Idichool

— Log on to MCAS |
h ld hOOl(om
You can see your

child’s timetable
]

- use this to
support your
child to get
ready the night
before

Sessssssnen




How to use MCAS for daily updates

¢ Homework

You can see your child’s HW. If they are having trouble seeing all HW
tasks check they have UNCHECKED the hide HW.

They DO want to show past HW (and hidden HW). This is ONLY
available on the child’s app - they change their settings




How to use MCAS for daily updates

[ ] Neutral Behaviour Event Summary

The wheel
2025 - 2026 shows the
S b Octob November balance Of
S . = positive
House Points

5 & B G and negative
10 11 12 13 Behaviour

18 19 20 Points

16

== Negafive == Positive ~ Neutral

This shows

which dates
these points Overall Total Points
Were given Total Positive Points

Total Negative Points
on

Year to Date (YTD):




All letters home are archived on our website

Letters Home

For Sixth Form letters please click here.

e-Weald




How will we reward your child?
New for 2025-26

House Point Certificates

HoY Reward Events

Rewards at é
The Weald

narty 3ame

Ha¥ Termby

Annual House Cup 100% Attend
fnd of vear celebrat ; 0 WH endance

Gold Awards

ste dcher for eff Commendation

Food with Friends

Shackleton Awards 0

Tracking Awards House Points

5 minutes of freedom

oY write 1§

House Cup " L for o

Positive Signatures

Biscuits with Bonnie Full card ~ P & enty




Stalls, staff and refreshments in the A Canteen

Please join us now in the E Block Canteen for
refreshments and Q&A/Info at the following stands:

e Heads of House pastoral issues

e Network/Technical support - E.g. with Bromcom/MCAS set

up

English/Reading

Maths

Relationships, Health, Personal Development (RHPD)
Assessment, Tracking and Homework
Extra-Curricular/Clubs




Thank you for

coming!

Please take a QR code sheet - this has the
links to all of the online documents
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