
Welcome to Year 9

25th September - Kat Nicholls - Head of 
Year 9

Please take a QR 
code sheet - this 

links to lots of 
useful online 
resources!



Housekeeping

1. Slides from this presentation will all be emailed 
and available on the website after this event. 
2. Please stick to the areas around the Plaza, 
Canteen and upstairs in the E Block - this way we 
can ensure supervision around the site.
3. Assembly point is the plaza/field - you will be 
shown there by teachers in the event of an 
emergency.



We work best when we work together!
The purpose of this evening is to:

● Set up a strong start for a successful 
year 9. 

● Equip you with the information, 
resources and channels of 
communication you need. 

● Work with you so your child achieves 
their best - by being Ready, 
Respectful, Working and Safe



OPPORTUNITY COMMUNITY

Challenge & support
High expectations & empathy

Rigour & optimism

Mutual respect
Working together

All stakeholders engaged

We work best when we work together!



We work best when we work together!

OPPORTUNITY COMMUNITY

Work hard! Be kind!



But students can only 
thrive and make the most 
of these opportunities if 
they’re here as part of 

our community!



Year 9 is all about:
❏ Starting KS4 - their first year of studying for their GCSEs
❏ Beginning their option subjects that they’ve chosen to study
❏ Building an exciting future through making good choices, building 

resilience and making fantastic memories.



In Year 9 (KS4) they study:

KS4:
❏ Core Subjects – English (2 GCSEs Literature & 

Language), Maths (1 GCSE), Science (2-3 
GCSEs combined or triple)

❏ Option Subjects - 4 GCSEs
❏ Religious Studies (1 GCSE) - exam in year 10
❏ All other exams are in year 11





Making Good Choices



Make Good Choices



Make Good Choices



Make Good Choices



Make Good Choices



Build a strong core!
How to make a strong start in English, Maths and Science this year!

Subject Year 9

Maths

Complete your Sparx Maths homework when it is set, so you have time to fix any 
issues before the deadline. If you get stuck, use the worked example in the linked video 
clip to help you answer your question. If you complete it quickly, try the optional XP 
Boost and Target homeworks to challenge yourself and make even more progress.

English
Read for 10-20 minutes every day and discuss what you are reading with someone at 
home. This could be non-fiction (like diaries, biographies, news articles, etc) or 
fiction. If you are not sure what to read, speak to your English teacher or our librarian.

Science

You will have a separate book for Biology, Chemistry and Physics in a green, orange 
and purple book respectively. Try your best to recognise which topics are in which 
unit. There is a lot to learn at GCSE and some things are abstract so make sure you 
question things you don't understand and complete work outside of the lesson to 
support your understanding. Discuss the things that have interested you at home





Option queries/changes:

● Please email the subject teacher with any 
queries or concerns.

● Any requests to change options need to go 
in an email to scatt@theweald.org.uk after 
29/9/25.



We must all work together to make 
attendance our priority

Students who attend school nearly every day in Year 11 
are 1.9 times more likely to achieve a 
Grade 5 in English and Maths GCSE compared 
to students who only attend 90-95% of the time 

And they are 3 times more likely than 
students who only attend 85-90% of the time (who 
lost a total of 4 - 6 weeks of school)



This means missing 
just 10 days of the 
year reduces the 

likelihood of 
achieving grade 5 in 
English and Maths by 

around 50%!

We must all work together to make 
attendance our priority
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Grade 5

Grade 4
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After School Sports Clubs - Autumn 1



Enrichment opportunities this year

Enrichment Day 1 - 27/11/25
Letter home - October 2025

Enrichment Day 2 - 19/03/26
Letter home - February 2026

ACE WEEK 27th June - 4th July 2026
Letter home - 12/09/25

Y7

Team building in school Opportunity & Community in school 
activities
Curriculum trips
Theatre Trip 
Stadium Trip 

Opal Coast, France (3 nights) Ace Week Residential

Approx £559pp - payable in 5 installments
Register your interest by 19 September  
Deposits required 3 October 

Y8

History Enrichment Day 
Enriching students current learning - The British 
Empire - Portsmouth Dockyard Trip
Payment due October 2025 

Migration enrichment 
(Maths / Geography / MFL)

Various enrichment activities onsite - some may incur a small 
cost.

Y9

Diversity day - in school
Business & Enterprise day - in school

Various curriculum enrichment trips - 
The National Museum of Computing
Stadium Tour
Theatre Trip
Playxperience Trip

Ace Week European and UK residentials

Please see booklet - emailed 11/9/25. 

Register your interest by 19 September  
Place confirmation by 26 September
Deposits required by 3 October 

Y10
Future Choices day - in school
GCSE Geography Coasts Fieldwork (offsite)

Diversity day - in school Work experience - ALL students MUST organise a placement

Y11
Sixth form taster day or college visit Out Of Bounds Activity Centre - Trip n/a



ACE WEEK 
2026

Saturday 27 June - Saturday 4 July 

Residential Trips x5 

UK & Europe



Be informed…

❏ What specification are they studying in each subject?
❏ Is it 100% exam?
❏ How many exams?
❏ Is there a coursework element?
❏ Is this a two or three year course?
❏ What topics are tested on which paper?
❏ Is there a revision guide or workbook that would help?
❏ Are they looking after their class books / resources?



Do students work in ‘set’ or ‘streamed’ 
groups based on their prior attainment?

Please see our website/curriculum area for Key Stage 3 / Key Stage 4

Year Group English Maths Science

9 12 mixed smaller groups 6 groups of higher tier (1 
takes Further Maths)
6 groups of foundation tier

12 mixed smaller groups

10 1 x highest prior 
attainment - the rest 
mixed

6 groups of higher tier (1 
takes Further Maths)
6 groups of foundation tier

2 Triple science classes are 
taught separately
6 groups of higher tier
4 groups of foundation tier

11 1 x highest prior 
attainment - the rest 
mixed

6 groups of higher tier (1 
takes Further Maths)
6 groups of foundation tier

2 Triple science class
6 groups of higher tier
4 groups of foundation tier





How will work be set for Homework?

The most frequent homework will be to review learning using 
Knowledge Organisers and PLCs (personal learning 
checklists). A bank of effective ‘anytime’ tasks is available 
here - so your child always has HW! 

Other tasks will prepare for learning (e.g. research/reading) 
or practice skills learnt in the lesson.

Most homework is checked by being tested or used/applied 
in the next lesson. 

Feedback might be verbal or to the whole-class - which 
students should act on to check and correct their work.



Knowledge Organisers



 
Red - not confident (>50%)
Amber - could answer a question (50-75%)
Green - very confident (75-100%)

Personalised Learning Checklist



HOMEWORK HABITS
Routine >>>>>> Habit



Designated homework time



Designated homework space



No distractions



● 45 minutes maximum on each piece.

● Some pieces may only take 5/10 mins.
Spend more time on those pieces that need it.

● Do what works for you… the subject you 
enjoy the most first or the hardest 
assignment first.

Time management / have a plan



Pack your bag the night before /  
have a homework folder





Getting the basics right, everyday

Our ethos is embodied 
everyday by our 
Behaviour for Learning 
policy:

❏ Ready
❏ Respectful
❏ Working
❏ Safe



How to read your child’s KS4 tracking report

*Or SATs where these were done at the end of Primary school



How to read your child’s KS4 tracking report



 % score which your child attained in their most 
recent significant assessment in each subject. 

Progress in each subject: green for no concerns and yellow for concern.

Be aware you cannot compare %s 
across subjects or years!

Science will have 2 teachers 
reporting AtL with one overall 

assessment - English have one 
teacher with 2 subject’s 
assessments reported

How to read your child’s KS4 tracking report



Key Milestones and Dates for Year 9 2025-26

Mid November: Tracking 1: ATL only

End of April: Tracking 2: ATL, Assessment % and progress

Early July: Tracking 3: ATL only

27/11/25 and 19/3/26 - Enrichment Days 

28/11/25 - SCHOOL CLOSED

6/5/26 & 7/5/26 - Parent Evenings

18/5/26 - Science Tiple & RS assessments in class



When are the significant assessment dates in Year 9?

Key assessment dates:
Weeks beginning Monday 16th March and Monday 23rd March
Assessment Cycle:
1. Letter from HoY - to support subject preparation homework 
2. 4 weeks of ‘RED Review’ homework (using knowledge organisers) set by 

subject teachers
3. Assessment week/s in school
4. Tracking Reports 
5. Analysis and actions ahead of next assessment/tracking report

N.B There is one Assessment point in Y9 due to starting GCSEs



What works in assessment preparation?



How can we communicate about your child?

Daily When neededTermly

General office@theweald.org.uk   

Subject Subject Teacher, then 
the Subject Leader

Academic Head of Year

Pastoral Head of House

Worries help@theweald.org.uk 



How to use MCAS for daily updates

Log on to MCAS

You can see your 
child’s timetable 

- use this to 
support your 
child to get 

ready the night 
before



How to use MCAS for daily updates

You can see your child’s HW. If they are having trouble seeing all HW 
tasks check they have UNCHECKED the hide HW. 

They DO want to show past HW (and hidden HW). This is ONLY 
available on the child’s app - they change their settings



How to use MCAS for daily updates

The wheel 
shows the 
balance of 
positive 
House Points 
and negative 
Behaviour 
Points
 
This shows 
which dates 
these points 
were given 
on



All letters home are archived on our website



How will we reward your child?
New for 2025-26



Stalls, staff and refreshments in the A Canteen

Please join us now in the E Block Canteen for 
refreshments and Q&A/Info at the following stands:
● Heads of House pastoral issues
● Network/Technical support - E.g. with Bromcom/MCAS set 

up
● English/Reading 
● Maths
● Relationships, Health, Personal Development (RHPD)
● Assessment, Tracking and Homework
● Extra-Curricular/Clubs



Please take a QR code sheet - this has the 
links to all of the online documents

Thank you for 
coming!




