
Welcome to Year 9

24th September- Ben Francis 
- Head of Year 9

This presentation 
will be shared 

online after today 
to refer to



Housekeeping

1. Slides from this presentation will all be emailed and 
available on the website after this event. 
2. Please remain in the areas around the plaza and E block 
- this way we can ensure supervision around the site.
3. Assembly point is the plaza/field - you will be shown 
there by staff in the event of an emergency (talks in the 
school hall must leave via front of school to get there).



We work best when we work together!

● Set up a strong start for a successful 
year 9

● Equip you with the information, 
resources and channels of 
communication you need 

● Work with you so your child to 
achieves their best - by being Ready, 
Respectful, Working and Safe



OPPORTUNITY COMMUNITY

Challenge & support
High expectations & empathy

Rigour & optimism

Mutual respect
Working together

All stakeholders engaged

We work best when we work together!



Because students are more 
likely to succeed if 

they and you 
feel a sense of belonging to 

the school community!



What does The Weald do to develop a sense of 
belonging in our community? 

Knowing there is 
someone who will 
listen when your 
child needs them

School 
trips

School clubs & 
activities

Involve students  
in their learning 

OPPORTUNITY



Students forming strong 
relationships with staff 

in school

Supporting & 
encouraging 
friendships

Families taking part in 
school - working with 
staff to support our 

young people

Encouraging 
students to 

learning 
with their 

peers
COMMUNITY

What does The Weald do to develop a sense of 
belonging in our community?



We all work together to make 
attendance our priority

● Students who attend school nearly every day in Year 11 are 1.9 
times more likely to achieve a Grade 5 in English 
and Maths GCSE compared to students who only attend 

90-95% of the time. 

● They are 3 times more likely than students who only 
attend 85-90% of the time (who lost a total of 4 - 6 weeks of 
school).

Your child’s form tutor, or another member of the pastoral team, will want to 
speak to you if your child is regularly missing school to find out what we can 
do to support them. 



SED - Welcome, results, priorities (10)

Grade 5

Grade 4

Missing just 10 days of year 
reduces the likelihood of 

achieving grade 5 in English 
and Maths by around 50%!



Excellent

100%
Keep it up! 
This is the 
absolute 

best start to 
securing 

your future 
success

Well Done

95%
Remember 

there are 175 
non-school 
days a year 
for holidays 

and 
appointments

Worrying

92%
Missing 17 
days in a 
year can 

lower GCSE 
results by 
one whole 

grade

Concern

90%
This means 
missing 4 
weeks of 

lessons and 
learning!

120 lessons

Critical

Below 
90%

This equates 
to missing 

half a school 
year over 
five years

Attending school daily gives you: 

● A strong feeling of accomplishment
● Keeps you socially connected 
● Builds the very best version of yourself!



Year 9 is all about…

Becoming independent learners. 

Developing core knowledge and confidence 
in your GCSES. 



Key Milestones and Dates for Year 9 2026-27

Tracking 1- 10th November RRWS
Tracking 2- Assessments Wks 15th/22nd March 
Tracking 2- 27th April  
Parents Evening- 6th May
Science Triple and RS-Wk17th MAY
Tracking 3-15th June RRWS 



What works in assessment preparation?



How can we communicate about your child?

Daily When neededTermly

General office@theweald.org.uk   

Subject Subject Teacher, then 
the Subject Leader

Academic Head of Year

Pastoral Head of House

Worries help@theweald.org.uk 

mailto:office@theweald.org.uk
https://www.theweald.org.uk/page/?title=Staff+Email+Addresses&pid=58
https://www.theweald.org.uk/page/?title=Staff+Email+Addresses&pid=58
mailto:help@theweald.org.uk


How to use MCAS for daily updates

Log on to MCAS

You can see your 
child’s timetable 

- use this to 
support your 
child to get 

ready the night 
before



How to use MCAS for daily updates

You can see your child’s HW. If they are having trouble seeing all HW 
tasks check they have UNCHECKED the hide HW. 

They DO want to show past HW (and hidden HW). This is ONLY 
available on the child’s app - they change their settings.



How to use MCAS for daily updates

The wheel 
shows the 
balance of 
positive 
house points 
and negative 
behaviour 
points.
 
This shows 
which dates 
these points 
were given 
on.



All letters home are archived on our website



How will we reward your child?



Build a strong core!
How to make a strong start in English, Maths and Science this year!

Subject Y9

Maths

Complete your Sparx Maths homework when it is set, so you have time 
to fix any issues before the deadline. If you get stuck, use the worked 
example in the linked video clip to help you answer your question. If you 
complete it quickly, try the optional XP Boost and Target homeworks to 
challenge yourself and make even more progress.

English

1) Read for 10-20 minutes every day and discuss what you are reading 
with someone at home. This could be non-fiction (like diaries, 
biographies, news articles, etc) or fiction. If you are not sure what to 
read, speak to your English teacher or our librarian.

Science

You will have a seperate book for Biology, Chemistry and Physics in a 
green, orange and purple book respectively. Try your best to recognise 
which topics are in which unit. There is a lot to learn at GCSE and some 
things are abstract so make sure you question things you don't 
understand and complete work outside of the lesson to support your 
understanding. Discuss the things that have interested you at home



Build a strong core!
Literacy is a vital skill that you can support at home

             
             

     

Encourage regular 
reading of a wide range 

of texts (e.g. novels, 
magazines, articles). 

Reading
Include your child in any writing tasks 

at home. Let them see you writing. 
Discuss how to use punctuation and 
organise sentences and paragraphs.

Writing

Remind students to 
carefully proofread their 

homework. 

Proofreading
Use advanced words in daily 

conversation naturally. Encourage 
them to discover the meanings of 

unfamiliar words.

Vocabulary

More useful links 
to interactive 

sites & books can 
be found on The 
Weald website

Practise
Short daily quizzes or 
spelling games can be 

more effective than long 
revision sessions. 



Enrichment opportunities this year

Opportunity & Community in school 
activities:

ACE WEEK 28th June - 2nd July 2027

Y9

Diversity day 
(Hidden Figures)

Business & 
Enterprise day - in 
school

European and UK 
residential trips - already 
booked



Do students work in ‘set’ or ‘streamed’ 
groups based on their prior attainment?

Please see our website/curriculum area for Key Stage 3 / Key Stage 4

Year 
Group

English Maths Science

9 12 mixed smaller 
groups

6 groups of 
higher tier (1 
takes Further 
Maths)
6 groups of 
foundation tier

12 mixed smaller 
groups

https://www.theweald.org.uk/page/?title=Key+Stage+3&pid=61
https://www.theweald.org.uk/page/?title=Key+Stage+4&pid=62


How to read your child’s KS4 tracking report
What’s new in Year 9?

 % score which your child attained 
in their most recent significant 
assessment in each subject. 

Progress in each subject: 
green for no concerns and 
yellow for concern.

You may notice that some subjects’ %s look lower than in previous years. This is because assessment is now 
against GCSE standards and students are only at the start of their journey. Some subjects have tiered 
papers (higher and foundation) - for example in maths where the difficulty varies significantly and so can’t 
be compared. E.g. a higher Maths paper pass may require 25%, whereas a foundation pass may require 65%.
The best thing to do is look at the progress colour - green is good! 



Option Changes … 

● All options change requests must ONLY be done via Miss Cortizo
● They can only be done AFTER 2 full weeks - so from Monday 21/9 

only
● This will be done in person, in my office (E1) at break times - 

drop in
● Option change requests have to be reviewed and may not be 

agreed there and then
● Option change requests can only be made up to (and not 

including) Oct half term - after that the options are 'locked in'



Please take a QR code sheet - this has the 
links to all of the online documents

Thank you for 
coming!


